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Local Attachment. 


“ Breathes there a man with soul so dead, 
Who never to himself hath said, 
This is my own, my native land !’—Scort. 


It is related of a certain eccentric statesman—whose speeches in . 
our legislative halls have always been listened to with satisfaction, and 
continue still to afford the greatest imaginable delight—that, on a cer- 
tain occasion, at a party perhaps, when he was treated by one of the 
guests with considerable jocularity in relation to his strong prejudices 
in favour of his native State, he bore it with singular good humour ; 
and waiting, without attempting a reply, until the gentleman had dove, 
he repeated, in an emphatic, and, according to his own peculiarly 
captivating manner, the beautiful sentence from Scott—* Breathes 
there a man,” &c, &c. &c. The effect was irresistable—he had 
turned the tables upon his jocose friend—he then very good-humour- 
edly, and with much adroitness, changed the topic of conversation. 

This characteristic anecdote was recounted in my hearing some 
days since, On a passage in a steam-boat from one of the Eastern 
cities, having on board, at the time, a great number of Western Coun- 
try men; and was, in fact, elicited, by the circumstance of a contro- 
versy among them on a similar topic. They were generally mer- 
chants ; had been absent a‘month or two, and were just turning their 
faces homeward. The very natural love of home, “ sweet home,” 
at that moment was pervading every bosom; and a hot altercation, 
in which each one was defending his own particular State, was, for a 
while, suspended, by the relation of the anecdote. 

It has befallen me to be one of your—God knows whether I ought 
to say, fortunate, or unfortunate—tellows, who, at this time, happen 
to have no fixed place of residence. I had a home in my youthful 
days, and I know all about its charms: I know how every thing 
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about the place of one’s nativity hangs upon the senses, or recollec- 
tions, and how the most trivial circumstance connected with scenes of 
home, ever 





—— ‘‘ lingering haunt the greenest spot, 
On memory’s waste.” 


I have travelled much—have been separated from this country by a 
“ boundless ocean,” and find the same feelings of attachment, the 
saine amor patrie to be predominant in every bosom, every where, 
and among all classes of people. Ask the inhabitant of the frigid 
forests of the North, or of the burning plains of the South; refer 
to the settler of the barren Alleghanies, or he of the fertile bottoms 
of the Mississippi; ask him where is the best land in the world, or 
the spet under heaven where he would rather exist ? and he will with 
the utmost sincerity, point you to his “ rood of ground,” his own cot- 
tage, and declare it is there ; in that place, and no where else. 

I recollect, in descending the Mississippi some months since, ina 
steam-boat, to have had a fine illustration of this peculiar and natural 
devotedness. The boat was laid close ashore, and stopped for a few 
minutes “ to wood,” as it is technically termed. The immense num- 
ber of steam-boats which now ply upon the Western waters have 
been the means of procuring a market for this article, and a profit- 
able employment to the “ settler,” who, some years ago, tound his 
tremendous forests a great disadvantage,and a serious incumbrance. 

The vender in this instance was a tall, bony fellow, with spectral 
eyes, a parrot nose, and a swarthy complexion ; he wore a pair of 
ragged pantaloons, and was wrapped in—as an only upper garment 
a blanket great-coat. His appearance indicated, in fact, any thing 
else than what his language and manners evidently bespoke; viz : 
that “ he was well to do in the world ;” and, in all respects, felt him- 
self comfortable and independent. His cabin, swarming with half- 
clad children, was hard by; it was fronted by a few acres of partially 
cleared ground, farmed partly with corn, and partly with a variety of 
vegetables; constituting the very necessary appendage to a new set- 
tlement—a “ truck patch.” I had stepped on shore when the boat 
stopped; and while it was charging with wood, was indulging in a 
conversation with the odd inhabitant of the Mississippi border. 
“ Well,” said I, taking a survey of his premises, “ you appear to be 
comfortably fixed here.” Why, yes,” rejoined he, with that pecu- 
liar self-important manner and tone of voice which implies a con- 
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sciousness of an enviable situation ; “I can’t complain, but I had 
some hard knocks before I brought it to what it is.” “ You appear 
indeed,” continued I, “to have been industrious ; I suppose you 
have a considerable quantity of land opened.” “ Yes;” said he, 
‘¢[ have as much as four or five acres cleared, and as many more 
under way ; but I haven’t ben here long yet.” * You are well pleased 
with the country, I presume ?” * I guess I am ;” said he, with much 
animation; “for I’ll eat a dead dog if there is just such another 
spot in the United States. Look at this ;” continued he, striking his 
naked heel into the ground, and turning up some of the soil; “ as 
black as your hat; as rich as a barn-yard ; and three feet deep, or 
there ’s no snakes. Eighty bushels to the acre is nothing for it,” 
‘‘ But, are you not sometimes troubled with earthquakes?” “ Why, 
no;” rejoined he, dubiously ; “I can’t say that we are. It’s a little 
quakey sometimes, that’s true; but I don’t know that we have had 
what mout be called a ge-nu-ine earthquake, since——let me see—-since 
yesterday—no, since day before yesterday a fortnight.” “ When 
genuine, they are rather unpleasant, [ should imagine. I suppose 
the quakes are severe?” “You may say that;” said. the pioneer, 
imitating the earth’s motion by undulating his hand ; “ why, sir, the 
yearth creeps and bends like a snake.” “ And yet” said I, inter- 
rupting him, “you are pleased with your situation.” “TI tell you,” 
replied he, entering into his gasconading manner again, “ there is no 
land like this to be found on the face of God’s yearth. I can raise 
more corn here, I’ll be ————”’ I interrupted him again : “ But how 
about the river freshets ; do they not sometime overflow your lands ?”? 
** Not often ;” said he, assuming an air of perfect indifference about 
so small a matter; “ perhaps two or three times a year ; and then it’s 
not more than good swimming for the children, about the cabin. I 
don’t mind that it was ever more than half way up to the loft. It’s 
true it’s a little troublesome then, as we have to live ina boat; but 
you know it’s not neteral to expect such rises often.” “ And how 
as to sickness ; are you not much troubled on that score? you look 
pale, sir.” ‘ No :” replied he, with quickness and spirit : “ no, sir ; 
it ’s just a false report that has been raised on these parts; a darn’d 
up-the-river lie; we have no sickness at all; nothing but the fever 
and ager.” “Ah!” said J, “this accounts for your looks; I sup- 
posed you had had the fevers and ague.” ‘ Why, yes,” continued 
he, with indifference, again, © T have had a little touch of it; a few 
months, or so, in the warm weather, still: but I expect to come of 
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better stick to his harvest homes, corn huskings and flax pull- 
Ings.’ Yes this will be the cry—but [ am prepared to endure 
it,—it is a misery, a perplexity, we authors must expect—an ua- 
avoidable concomitant. | say | am not to be alarmed, | have-not 
spent three months here for nothing,—have not gone to dinners 
and levees,—squeezes and socials, auctions and balls,— have not 
carded and been carded,—have not peeped through windows, key 
holes and crevices, have not hung out of the window to view the 
“+ roses, tulips, pinks and lillies” in their promenades,—have not, in 
short, suffered extremes of heat and cold—had my throat burnt and 
my stomach frozen,—submitted myself to all kinds of hazards, 
rieks and mischances, for the mere thing a of womanish curiosity. — 
No, all this have I done for the sake of information—* in searching 
after knowledge,” and I feel myself, whatever your readers may 
think to the contrary, quite competent to the task, and could at 
this moment,—currente calamo, give you a specimen.— 

Job writes to me that it is corn planting—I had forgotten it,— 
I must go home Mr. Nondescript—I dare say you are sorry—how 
am I now to fulfil my various pronises?—when make out my 
chapters of hints, &c. &c. ?—I can voi do it soon, my whole atten- 
tion must now be bestowed upon my code of fashion. By the way, 
since you have let the ‘‘ bag out of the cat,” 1 will give you some 
additional information. In their extreme necessity for something 
of the kind, I am actually going to address at the commencement 
of the next session of Congress, a circular to the members— 
both instructive and admonitory! —Dont stare, I am seri- 
ous,—did ever a school boy need the ferula, cat o nine tails, or 
season’d rod, more than they do something of this kind? I mean 
to tell them bon gré, mal gre, just what I think—and among other 
things, shall inform them what particular degree of attention is due 
from a representative to his constituent—will let him know precisely 
how often his constituent must send the door keeper after him, and 
also the exact time that the shivering applicant can properly be 
detained in waiting, on one of your cold rainy days of winter, in 
that most admirable of all cells, nooks, and corners, that focus of 
doors and passages, that penetentiary like spot,—just without the 
folding doors of the splendid legislative hall! Why really, Mr. Non- 
descript, it is placing the independent citizen of our country on a 
par with the abject subject of some monarchy.—lI have seen aged 
men, veterans of the revolution, with wearied limbs, stand shivering 
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at the door of the hall, and jostled about from “post to pillar,” for 
an hour before they could even perhaps see the door keeper : 
An impudent beggar, Mr. Nondescript, whose ostensive object in 
demanding it, is to procure himself the means of a debauch, fre- 
quently succeeds more readily in asking a shilling, than does a con” 
stituent in making a respectful application to see the Hon. member 
for whom he has voted. The matter wants correction depend 
upon it——You will think my “gall has been disturbed”— 
it has Mr. Nondescript—I was actually push’d over the other day 
by a crowd of members rushing into the little anti-room to get some 
of the soda, alias stationary water, which Uncle Sam is kindly made 
to give them—he would find it cheaper to buy Whiskey, and they , 
would love him the better for it. I recollect that one of the mem- 
bers last winter, in aspeech on the Panama question, jog’d Uncle 
Sam’s memory about the soda water. He’s a good old soul, I won- 
der why he don’t buy the members their taffy and gingerbeard— 
they use a great deal of it. 

Well, I can’t say whether I am pleased or sorry that I have 

to go home. The City folks ; I mean the boarding house 
keepers, landlords, tape sellers, hack drivers, and some others, 
begin to look very dull. Iam told they get the gaps as bad 
as young turkeys, as soon as Congress breaks up. Heigh ho!—I fear 
I shall catch the infection—I feel very bad,—the weather is con- 
foundedly warm, and I doubt I shall have to foot it home,—I tried to 
borrow some money of one of the members, but I could not: I be- 
lieve they all go home in debt—this gambling is a losing and an 
illusive business. Poor eld buckskin has given up the last ghost of 
a six-pence, and is no longer worthy of my care or friendship—it 
makes meas melancholy as a lugged bear, or a caged wolf, and to look 
at his lean and emaciated figure. 
* Job has been pestering me again with some inquiries ; he wants to 
know a great many things which I can’t tell him, and so I copy his 
letter for you, with a hope that some one capable of amnnening the 
inquiries will attend to them. 

You must excuse the brevity of this letter, really I am altogether 
out of the key—dull as a beetle, and as unfit for social intercourse 
as a kicking horse—’tis the intolerably hot weather, and the wan 
of the ways and means—but no matter. 

T remain yours as ever, 
JOHN OUISCONSIN? 
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Valevictory. 


Farewell my friends, I must be gone !——P1LGrim’s HyMw. 
Farewell ! OTH ELLO. 

Fare thee well !——— By Row. 

Nay then farewell, I’ve touched the highest point 








Of all my greatness! WooLsEY. 
Farewell !——CLEoPATRA. 
Vale! Vale! 
1. 


Farewell to long speeches! farewell to strange faces ! 
Oratorical tropes, and rhetorical graces! 

Farewell to the statesmen, so various in powers! 
Farewell to the tongue that would wag on for hours! 
The tongue that lov’d truth with so true a devotion, 
That to make the world think so, ’twas always in motion. 
As keen after falsehoods, howe’er you might gloss ’em, 
As a raw backwoods’ hunter, behind an opossum! 
Farewell to tart charge, and still tarter reply— 

The conflict of word, and rejoinder of eye— 

To the floor where so many have stiuggled and fell 

in political contest—a six months farewell 


2. 


Farewell to the orator, green from the West, 

His phrase, like his person, in coarse homespun drest— 
'To the lights of the South, that keep weak hearts in terror, 
Like comets in brightness, like comets in error— 

To the stars of the East, over murk and mist throwing 
A mild cheerful lustre, benignantly glowing. 

Farewell to the hot heads, which blaze and expire, 
Like @ turpentine knot, in a crater of fire! 

Farewell to the witty, the wise and the cold! 

To the quiet, the factious, the timid, the bold! 

To the heat that can fire, to the ice that can quell— 
To the olla podrida, a six months farewell! 


3. 


Farewell to the logic that never grows old! 
Farewell to the proverbs, ten thousand times told ! 
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Farewell to the metaphors breaking all rules— 

To the sophisms of law, and the tropes of the schools! 
Farewell to all quarrels, and quarrel-suborners! 
Farewell to all caucuses held in dark corners! 

Farewell to the pillars, and all their white caps! 
Farewell to plans, digests, laws, journals and maps! 
Farewell to the lamps which scarce ever give light! 
Farewell to the clock that scarce ever goes right! 

To the carpets, and chairs which were fill’d passing well, 
And the desks and the sofas, a six months farewell! 


4, 


Farewell to gilt paper, half siz’d, aud half prest! 
To tape of the coarsest, and wax not the best! 

To pens always gaping, and white handle seals, 

To wafers that stick not, and ink that congeals ! 
Farewell to committee rooms, made for all uses ! 
Farewell to the lobbies and all their abuses! 
Farewell to the Speaker that rules this great Babel! 
Farewell to the bills that are laid on the table! 
Farewell to short prayers that make shorter impressions ! 
Farewell to long fasts the sure cause Of long sessions, 
To the magical mace, and the door-keeper’s bell, 
And the belles in the gallery, a six months farewell ! 


5. 


Farewell to the dome, and the circular hali! 

To Eliza—her cordials, and well furnish’d stall! 
Farewell to the clerks—a redoubtable host, 

To Burch and to Berry, Sprigg, Fletcher and Frost ! 
Farewell to hard talking, hard thinking and care ! 
Farewell to the bald Eagle over the chair, 

Farewell to free dinners, and sparkling Champaigne, 
Farewell to the joys of a midnight Campaign! 
Farewell to whist, ucre, and vingt-un and loo! 

And the set of good fellows that sat the night thro’} 
To boarding house, oyster room, auction, hotel, 

And rafles, and rebels, a six months farewell ! 


6. 


’ 


Farewell to the Senate, so few yet so testy ! 
Farewell to antithesis, joke and travestie! 
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To gibes that were scattered again and again! | 
To the clamours for order, incessant, tho’ vain ! 
Farewell to the insults which none might impugn ! 


Which wan’d or increas’d with the march of the moon !. : 


Farewell to the Vice who engrosses the chair! 

And the vicious who often confronted him there! 
Farewell to scenes acted at dignity’s cost! 

Farewell to brown stout, and to chara¢ter, lost ! 

To the voice that so often rung decency’s kxell, 
Clos’d lips and clos’d sittings, a six months farewell ! 


7. 


Farewell to the ball-room—farewell to the squeeze, | 
At the Sunday night meetings, and Wednesdays levees! 
Farewell to ambassadors, charges and Secs! . 
Farewell to the sergeants at arms, and bank checks ! 
Farewell to the scenes where we triumph’d like Jove, 
Alike in the empires of law and of love! 

Farewell to all greatness, and homage, and power ! 
Farewell to the dreams which beguil’d for an hour! 
Farewell to the grim looks, and diet so spare, 

Of boarding house bills, and of boarding house fare ! 
To Cits of all classes, dolt, dandy and belle, 

Clerks, tradesmen and idlers—a six months farewell ! 
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